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FECR R (RE DL B CRUGED) @ E R AR OARAEE A R E” MR T
BEeES, EASHEEE (the Law) . JoIE (the Prophets) FIZE/E&E (the Writings)
(A AR 2R SCEEACAE, N A IR B O W43 Bo R m R SE (R Sk B L fh ) BE AR
B——rcm&E . BEENEE—ARAAFUINRZR. eMitAas “RnrFEsE (brute
facts) 7 (MEEREAIIE? ) , WH, EMPracskiE LA “BEa (bunk) o 7 L
EPHEMARES, EREENTHAARNSEREY. eMER T R 8 RBoR—&
7r. BAMECER V LAEFIN, GEHEN R B R A I0E B T L A DR R R R S . T8 LEAN
RSB IR E BFE, H e IO R LA R R

The books of the Old Testament that are usually thought of under the heading

“Historical Books” are those from Joshua to Esther in our English Bibles. They are not
assigned a section of their own in the Hebrew Bible which comprises the Law, the
Prophets and the Writings. This distribution indicates that historical records have close
connections with the other kinds of biblical material—prophetic, wisdom and legal. They
do not contain “brute facts” (are there ever such?), and the history that they record is

not “bunk.” They contain events whose meanings are illuminated by the rest of the Old
Testament. They are part of the self-revelation of God to his people. They record the
history of Israel from her entry into the Promised Land to her reoccupation of it after the
Exile in Babylon. If these narratives have anything to say about Christ, it is in what is
said about the history of Israel.

BE. UasREY

The Historical Books: Israel and Covenant

(ByFoiae) « (LARREY « (BAEEC) « CGEEBFERS) « (PIER) « (FRARGE) .
COMrREe) « CJedKa) A1 CRUTMERE) #R A2 78 [0 DA B3 N4 3% S ek A, 3l
HBAME TR, 2B GTa IR FE2BEPIEPI R L ZAy (H 19: 4-6) , LU
JoAg AR BAMAM ) £ —— KRB FTLIAY (R 70 12-17) AR e pi it 1 K

The books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah and
Esther all fold back on the deliverance from Egypt and her constitution as the people of

God under his rule and care. This was brought about first by way of the covenant made
at Sinai through Moses (Exod 19:4-6) and then with David as their king (2 Sam 7:12-17).
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JE SR E SR A I R R, I DLES N DU T RO B A A, ke 2 A AL
1, BORKZ AR TUEE (BOBGZ R FERH ARSI |, HR2 BLEE A BRAR O R B 1

The historical books provide a succession of snapshots that show how Israel as the
people of God lived in relation to the terms of that covenant relationship, whether
enjoying its blessings or enduring its curses climaxing in exile.

PR, AR DG B JRE S v B B AN 22, IR AR AR IS AR . H2, 18 B hEk
o JEE S A — (R S [ ) R —— A an ] BR A B 7 R — [ 2, NGRS IR, BlrE PRIy
FHES— ELE S B SR ARG o T8 L8R SRR B 1B ) T IR, AEIE — T 2 E
S e A B AT ARV

High points therefore mark the history of Israel, for example prosperity and safety, and
so also do low points, in terms of invasion and devastation. But this undulating history
has a common thread—how the Lord perseveres with his people and remains faithful to
his commitment to them through not only good, but bad times, too. It is this living and
varied interaction between God and his people that the historical literature unfolds over

a period of some thousand years.

i L BB R AE B A BAR AU SC AR T S E B, SR AEPE AR L, DL BRI BT i S Y
BRI, —J7m, ERMEEE, W oRE 2 ZE R, O, R TR
(R RFBL, o a2 B R A 0 75 R S o IR A IE ST Sk P o B R B 1) — AR AL A
These books are crafted on the loom of covenant relationship, established at Sinai and
with David’s house. On the one hand, God’s faithfulness anticipates the sending/coming
of the Messiah, and on the other, the people’s failure necessitates it. That is the general
perspective on seeing Christ in these records.

B&E.: MUassaiE

The Historical Books: Israel and Christ

PRI, s BR AU RO B £, JRAMPT DML L E rh B B E . Mem B, R
AR TR AT ), WAME R — RS KR ET# . g eaisRh,  FRAM T DS ARE AR
BREEHIFRE] B W PrAmEGS, —Jrm, AR, AREMAE M (A
) SEERL, B EEAERR “BN”, DB S S R, 18l
FERCER PRI, FEIZEVAR: CMER T “BERFER” A e e i E
FFRMRIEEE (2813: 15) o I B AL PO A% (L Rt gl i AR (Y 19: 5-6) , il
HEOL T KEE N 7: 11-16) , 1738 Lo F Rl & AE R IRp 31 5% Fe T S e AR i o+ ) [
JERTGAERT SN ? HA, R A ? MEBEREN, S22 EEVE? i8S &5k
FERY, EIRWNAERIWE? 25 RLE ERZ 5 IR RN, 8 EANAY S0 NI Bl e 2
Christ is therefore seen in the Historical Books through the covenant people and their
king. After all is said and done, history is made up of “stuff” and is not just a grand
scheme. Where and how can “Christ” be found in the records themselves? In all of
these books there are abundant references to prophets, priests and kings (judges) on
the one hand and to the “laity” on the other—and also to their foes. These selected facts
are important because they compose the “snapshot” that depicts how the kingdom of
God, promised in Eden (see Gen 3:15), provisionally set up at Sinai (see Exod 19:5-6)
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and established with King David (2 Sam 7:11-16), was faring at the time. Was it being
advanced or not? If not, why not? Was it even being threatened? And was that
happening from without or from within? Were those who should have led the people to
God in fact leading them away from him?

WAL E A b gl WA AR, —ER e, 52 &miy, AEBIMARL %
BE e R R, BLACEAM Al s A4 ) 2B AT A AR

We will now take two sample events, positive and negative, from the Old Testament and
see how these principles are found in the text and point forward to Christ and the new
covenant era.

| ZH: (FlEFLE) 12: 25-33
|. Decline: 1 Kings 12:25-33

BB EAEERE T, BRI R S, FR4E T 200 2 4R B AR TS T
B 722 4. (BIEERL) ACEk VIEBRE LM T ER . U EPHERE (£ F 12: 25-33)
TR T 8 R 57 HI &R U 22 an e M s AR I S0 o #l ) B e EEARL O AT fiih Lt
RN o FHIHE, ABIERSL 1S3 b —FpiiE . Ah @i Il fe & 7B, mEapEEEs; fha
TR A0 A T AR R RS A IR . A MTE IR ER, W H A ORI 2R H,
o N ARG VE J 5 L ) < A A

The most noteworthy example of this kind is the whole history of the Northern Kingdom
of Israel that lasted some two hundred years and was brought to an end in 722 BC. It is
documented mainly in the Books of Kings. The portion selected above (1Kgs 12:25-33)
shows how Jeroboam the son of Nebat consolidated his rule. While it was in God’s
purpose for him to rule certain tribes, he was to govern them as David had done (1Kgs
11:38-39). Instead, he erected an alternative theocracy. He built cities for defense
instead of trusting God, and religious centers where non-Aaronic priests functioned,
where idols reminiscent of the golden calves incident at Sinai were set up and self-
determined feasts were established.

AR BRA S, WME R VT Huar T RARIS 7. ERER 7 @S EIR, &6F
FA KRR T, TR dE R, WU Zeg . A g5 5 1 Rk
NARHT, A EE A SR ARAM Ay 1R SR AT R e

In this passage we have an example of how not to rule God’s people. But it also
presents a contrasting picture of what David’s greater Son will do in building a house for
God, that is, the New Testament church. He will not lead his people into sin, but to
paths of righteousness for God’s glory.

Il 25 (LAY 8: 21-23
Il. Recovery: Ezra 8:21-23

iEfe —HRARA F . DLESIE R R R EL RS . — MR N C RSB 4
fa—FEwE (24 1:5-2:70) , @5 750, A ERUESS, 10 H AR b Bl
SEREIIERE . P G IR E P ERAE TR N (5L 3: 2-3) , BRHERER{H = 1EIZ K
YIRS L BOESA s N s, (HR MR PTRRE S ARSI Bk, W a1 7
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KIPRHESTIR IR AR o

Here is a very different event. Exile in Babylon has come to an end. A group of Jews
has returned with Zerubbabel (see Ezra 1:5-2:70), erected the altar, offered sacrifices,
and laid the foundation of the temple on its previous site. All was done in accord with
the prescriptions of the Law of Moses (Ezra 3:2-3), in telling contrast to what Jeroboam
had done! Opposition came from the Samaritans but their protest was overruled by
Darius; indolence on the part of the Jews was overcome by the prophesying of Haggai
and Zechariah. The temple was finished, and the Passover was observed. Here is the
resumption of the covenant theocracy.

T2, DR E AR A A e L frr i (Rl BR B (hr 7. 1-6) o AR —
A4 m] -0t ARt R 2 LB BOE DL AR, AT — D
(v.10) o W3, MRy 7 oesEE TR R, R4t 7 @B®, maEnta it
TINER. MR AR NET ERNFEZE.
Some fifty years later, Ezra resolved to return to Jerusalem from Babylon and to take
others with him ( Ezra 7:1-6). A priest-scribe, his plan was to teach the law of God in
Israel and so take this restoration further (v.10). In addition, he was provided with gifts
to furnish and supply the temple with what was needed and authority to appoint officials
in Israel. He then gathered Levites for temple service.

PAEPTIRAE S (B 8: 21-23) , ik 1 At dH 5 o] 09 AADARAM B 5 e, 1) ok — 1%
AL HR R IR B 2 Al . ST RS R RERUE AR B R, APt B 46 B L Ut SR 1Y A
fE. I8 HUE M BRAEAN R 3 E /N Hogr, e b b p HR B R0 i B 51 2E 2 iR .

The section chosen above (Ezra 8:21 —23) shows him gathering the returnees and their
children to seek from the Lord a safe passage to Jerusalem. A testimony to the Lord’s
protecting power had been borne and now earnest prayer for his presence is made.
Here is a mini-church in a foreign land about to make its pilgrimage to the earthly
Jerusalem.

RIS Lo I LR AR BN AT« AR BRI ANE 2L (Pastor John Robinson and
the Pilgrims) , 7F 17 tH4C0KE, BRI S 2 (Leyden) FHrth s (the New World) . 1H/Z,
BRI R R R R AFABOENET], DR i TR, M EE#E T
Joth AR 0= R F . PRI B R B 1 AR, AR O R
B — FIFESE, B ML B fh M — RISk, AT RO ST o BT SR, R ARIARH A
A AP AT — {18 N 380132 )3 R 1R85 %2

This may remind some readers of Pastor John Robinson and the Pilgrims who left
Leyden for the New World in the 17th century. But there is a greater scene to call to
mind. As a teaching priest, Ezra is a type of the Messiah, and here is a glimpse in
advance of what happens every Lord’s Day. The Lord Jesus Christ gathers his pilgrim
people by the river that gladdens their hearts, praises God with them, prays for them
and with them that nothing in this wilderness of a world may prevent any one of them
from reaching the heavenly Zion.
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Conclusion &3

BRI AERE, FaamfEsLe “lt” M3 Chistory is “His” story) . % if5E
# (providence) , MPERsfH]. M7 AN PFAC&ERIE B R s b, st 1 R0, 123
W H . EHAREEE T, i ERE R . (EEE) 5O8k 7K KRR IR H
FEENR A b, e BRSO B A TR b, BLRAE I B g R
Hr, ROt VB IHAE B EA AR . (EAEAT D) R HEEAT RN S E—— R A R
AR MAE R AT E) . HENNDEIN S, WEAREZM, BT IR
77 A Wy R B e ) 2R B, AR AR

From a Christian standpoint it has often been said that history is ‘His’ story. By his
providence, God accomplishes salvation and works out his saving purpose in and
through the web of times, places and people that make up human history. This is seen
particularly in the New Testament Gospels which record that the eternal God himself
stepped decisively into time and place in the person and work of his incarnate Son and
in the history of the Christian church in the world as a consequence of that miraculous
event. The book of the Acts of the Apostles is a paradigm of that continuing activity —
divine and human, good and bad, divine and satanic. It is exactly the same in the Old
Testament with regard to Israel, except that it is there recorded by way of anticipation of
the coming Messiah and not consequence.

Rltt, AR AR —H B AN, B H RS R R B A R Ry, T
S B A B A AR

Old Testament History is therefore not a disparate or purposeless succession of events.
It is the outworking of the covenant justice and mercy of God as he builds the kingdom
of Jesus Christ.
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